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PUBLICATIONS

I. General

Periodicals and Newspapers in East Asian Languages in the Fung Pins Shan Library of the
University of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: The Library, 1990. 460 pages. Paperback
with lamination. $45.00, including postage.
This catalog, compiled by the Serials Section of the Fung Ping Shan Library un
der the direction of its Librarian, Mr. C. F. Lee, contains 6,487 titles of periodi
cals and newspapers (5,820 Chinese, 531 Japanese, and some Korean) neld by
the Library since its establishment in 1932. This stock, which includes 1,619 cur
rent titles of which 1,478 are in Chinese and 141 are in Japanese, is the biggest
serials collection in Hone Kong and comparable to the major collections in
North America. The catalog is now in print and orders will be accepted in July.
Information provided for each entry includes the title, place of publication, call
number, brief holdings, and, whenever possible, a short history ot the title. Titles
are arranged by class number in the main section of the book and followed by a
title index arranged by stroke order and pinyin. The catalog is printed from the
serials data base established two years ago which will facilitate its updating in
one or two years. For the past several years the Library has been developing a
microcomputer system for acquisitions, cataloging, and serials control linked to
an Advanced Novell Network.
The Library has microfilmed a number of Hong Kong Chinese newspapers, in
cluding the Kung shang jih poo X rk 0 1$jt and Hua shang poo ikfa&gt »
of which is available on request. To place an order for the catalog or to request
the list, please write to: The Librarian, Fung Ping Shan Library, University of
Hong Kong Libraries, Hong Kong.
(C. F. Lee)
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Shura Noh: translations and commentary. By Chifumi Shimazaki. Ithaca, NY: East
Asia Program, Cornell University, forthcoming.
This title is an addition to Shimazaki's series, the Noh; it is part 2 of volume 2,
the Battle Noh. The original scheme of this series, according to information
printed on the back cover of part 2 of volume 3, is as follows:
Volume 1
God Noh
Volume 2
Battle Noh in 2 parts
Volume 3
Woman Noh in 3 parts
Volume 4
Mad-Woman Noh and others
Volume 5
Demon Noh
To date the following parts of this series have been published by Hinoki Shoten
in Tokyo beginning in 1972:
Volume 1
God Noh 1972
Volume 2
Battle Noh Book 11987
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Volume 3

Woman Noh Books 1 and 2 1976-77

After the publication of volume 3, the compiler, who is an octogenarian, lost her
publisher and the access to distribution. She sent one hundred copies of volume
2, Battle Noh Book 1 to a friend in the United States to be sold here. Copies of
volume 2, Battle Noh Book 1 can be ordered at a cost of US$25.00 (which in
cludes shipping) from:
Dr. Howard B. Hamilton
6645 Tansey Drive
Falls Church, V A 22042
Ms. Shimazaki's work is commendable and all the published parts would en
hance any East Asian Collection.
(Shizue Matsuda)
Japanese Character Dictionary with Compound Lookup via Any Kanji = Kan'ei jukugo
ribasu jiten
•
Spahn and Wolfgang
Hadamitzky with Kiimko Fujie-Winter. Tokyo: Nichigai Associates, distributed
by Kinokuniya Shoten, 1989. xviii, 1669 pages. ¥4,950.
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This is truly one of the most useful and quite unique trilingual dictionaries of
Chinese characters to be compiled for non-native speakers of Japanese. It is
compiled to make it as easy as possible to look up the readings and meanings of
Japanese words written in Chinese characters (kanji). Nearly 6,000 characters
and 1,000 variants are included. In all, it contains nearly 47,000 compounds
which were selected from various books and articles, and from other
dictionaries.
It enables the user to search under any character whether it is the first, the sec
ond, the third, or even the last of the components. The preface states: "This
multiple listing feature enables the user to look up the desired compound under
whichever of its kanji he finds easiest to locate quickly."
Characters are arranged under 79 easy-to-check radicals which were chosen, ex
cept for one, out of the 214 normally used radicals. The only shortcoming of this
otherwise so powerful dictionary is that it is in paperback and might not stand
heavy use in the library. It is a must for libraries and serious students and re
searchers in Japanese studies.
(Yasuko Makino)
Nihongo daijiten Q ^ ^ X ^ - r K Edited by Tadao Umesao, Haruhiko Kindaichi,
Atsuyoshi Sakakura, and Shigeaki Hinohara. Tokyo: Kodansha, 1989. 82,2302
pages. ¥7,087.
Nihongo daijiten is an encyclopedic modern Japanese-language dictionary, aim
ing to give a_ total picture of the language. Its encyclopedic approach is similar to
Daijirin
> which is also a recent encyclopedic publication. It contains
175,000 words, terms and phrases, and names which we encounter and use daily,
and includes sample sentences employing the words. It is geared toward junior
and senior high school students as well as the general public. Therefore, expla
nations are simple and clear. This dictionary has many unique features sucn as
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8800 old sayings and idiomatic phrases, Chinese characters in large print to fa
cilitate recognition for foreigners, and over 8600 Chinese characters that are in
cluded in the Japan Industrial Standard (JIS) Second Level, and accompanied by
the JIS code for each character. Particularly useful are its index to over 8,000
characters and the on and kwt readings for each character. This enables the user
to go directly to this index when one does not know the pronunciation of a char
acter, rather than first consulting a Chinese character dictionary for pronuncia
tion and then going to therightentry word. Another helpful feature is the inclu
sion of an English equivalent under the appropriate entry word.
Under each entry, the Chinese character is given along with its meaning or, for
foreign words, the original spelling. In cases of ordinary Japanese words, the
current and most common meaning is given first, with examples of its usage.
Derivatives are also included. It also lists synonyms, antonyms, and similar ex
pressions for idioms and old sayings. Entries also include counters which are
often problems for non-native speakers.
Another characteristic of this work is the abundant use of visual aids. Over 6,000
all-color illustrations are included. Appended to this dictionary are numerous
extremely useful examples of various character forms, lists, and tables-all useful
features of this timely publication for the increasing number of students who
study Japanese.
This dictionary functions as an encyclopedia for daily use, a Japanese-English
dictionary, a Chinese character dictionary, a dictionary of idioms and phrases, a
dictionary of synonyms and antonyms, and a dictionary of loan words as well as
an excellent Japanese language dictionary. Its low price makes it a good bargain,
and it is a must for the reference shelf of any East Asian collection.
(Yasuko Makino)
Japan and the World, 1853-1952: a Bibliographic Guide to Japanese Scholarship in
Foreign Relations. New York: Columbia University Press, 1989. 400 pages.
US$45.00
This work is a comprehensive collection of bibliographic essays, providing a ba
sic guide to post-World War II significant Japanese scholarly works and archival
sources on a one-hundred year (1853-1952) diplomatic history of Japan. This ex
tensively expanded English-language edition is a collaborative undertaking of
the Japan Association of International Relations. The original Japanese edition,
titled Sengo Nihon no kokusai seijigaku, was published in 1979. The main pur
pose of this work is to acquaint foreign scholars with the important works pro
duced by Japanese scholars in the past forty years.
This volume consists of an introduction, eight chapters, and two indices. Orga
nized chronologically, it covers six periods which are punctuated by war. In the
introduction, Hosoya Chihiro, a noted scholar of Japanese diplomatic history,
gives an overview of the major developments in diplomatic history in contempo
rary Japan. He mentions three factors which contributed to the transformation
of research facilities in postwar Japan and to the significant growth of study in
diplomatic history. First is the freedom of inquiry which enabled historians to
conduct and publish their research freely. The second factor is the accessibility
and availability of Japanese government documents on diplomatic and military
affairs. Highly confidential diplomatic and military records of the prewar and
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wartime periods were released. The "opening" of these documents proved of
epoch-making significance in the progress of research in diplomatic history. The
third factor is the impact of the political science approach, particularly of deci
sion-making and behavioral sciences developed mostly in the United States.
From the first half of the 1950s on, Japanese historians began to utilize the For
eign Ministry archives. It also became possible to use the official documents and
manuscripts (diaries and other personal papers) of the Japanese army and navy
which were unearthed and kept at the War History Department of the Defense
Agency. One of the essential publications is Nihon gaikb nenpyo nardbini shuyo
bunsho, 1840-1945. This made available for the first time the minutes of Impe
rial Conferences, cabinet decisions and instructions on major foreign policy
problems, and secret treaties and agreements from the Meiji period to the Pa
cific War. Hosoya also discusses research trends, changing interpretations, state
of the art in the field, and prospects for future research.
The first chapter is a guide to documents, archives, encyclopedias, and reference
works. It shows the rich archival materials of the Japanese Foreign Ministry and
its serial publications of diplomatic documents. It also provides practical infor
mation on other manuscript collections of major importance and relevance to
the history of Japanese foreign policy, such as the army and navy records, per
sonal papers, and other manuscript materials. It further introduces the reader to
essential research tools-chronologies of Japanese diplomatic and military his
tory, bibliographies, and other research aids. It explains the classification and
arrangement of documents, the nature of holdings, and the missing portions
from the collection. This chapter is extraordinarily useful.
Following the first chapter, the remaining seven chapters chronologically cover
six periods. In each chapter, there are many short bibliographic essays on vari
ous topics, and an extensive bibliography is given at the end. Major events and
important source materials are introduced in these essays, which are biblio
graphic but not purported to be analytical or critical. The six periods are: From
the Opening of Japan to the Russo-Japanese War (1853-1905); From the RussoJapanese War to the Manchurian Incident (1905-1931); From the Manchurian
Incident to the Sino-Japanese War (1931-1937); From the Sino-Japanese War to
the Pacific War (1937-1941); The Pacific War (1941-1945); and The Allied Oc
cupation of Japan (1945-1952). A special chapter covers the period from the
Manchurian Incident to the end of the Pacific War. This period is known as the
"Fifteen Years War (1931-1945)," which is regarded as the most exciting field of
Japanese diplomatic history by some Japanese historians. This period of fifteen
years are construed as a succession of aggression by Japanese militarism, which
eventually led to the demise of the Japanese empire.
This work also includes a list of 144 titles of Japanese-language periodicals re
lating to Japan's diplomatic history and international relations. With this list, the
user would know where to find articles. At the end of this volume, a subject in
dex and an author index are appended. This work covers books and articles that
appeared only up to 1986, but archives and personal papers as well as works of
exceptional importance are covered through November 1987. This is the collab
orative work of rune scholars; of these nine contributors, eight are university pro
fessors and one is an archivist in the Foreign Ministry. Although the compilers
seem to try to be evenhanded in including publications of both non-Marxist and
Marxist camps, one may feel that descriptions are slanted in favor of the former
camp, the one to which they belong.
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All in all, this monumental work is an indispensable research guide for Japan
specialists throughout the world in the field of Japanese diplomatic history and
international relations. We hope that the periods beyond 1952 may be covered
in the next edition.
(Wen-kai Kung)
Japan.

By Frank Joseph Shulman. Santa Barbara:
Cloth, $132.00. ISBN 1-85109-074-6.

A B C CLIO, 1990.

896 pages.

Japan is one of the most dynamic, rapidly changing, industrialized societies in
the world. Over 120 million Japanese-heirs to a civilization whose recorded his
tory spans more than fifteen centuries-are well on their way towards making
their country the most economically and technologically advanced nation of the
twenty-first century as well as an international pacesetter in the fine and per
forming arts.
This up-to-date, extensively cross-referenced bibliography directs students, re
searchers, librarians, business people, and general readers alike to a wide range
of publications. It constitutes the first fully annotated, multidisciplinary guide to
English-language publications about Japan to appear since the early 1960s. The
bibliography offers a classified selection of some 1,900 popular and scholarly
books and monographs with particular emphasis on works that appeared in the
1970s and 1980s. A very detailed subject index enhances the reference value of
the volume.
(Excerpted from a brochure from A B C CLIO)
(Kariforunia Daigaku Bakure-ko shozo) Mitsui Bunka kyuzo Edo hanpon
s h o m o k u ^ . / ^ ^ * ^
(
Edo Printed Books at Berkeley: Formerly of the Mitsui Library in tne Collec
tion of the University of California at Berkeley). Cataloged and compiled by
Masahiko Oka, Fumiko Kodama, Ikuko Tozawa, and Hisayuki Ishimatsu.
Tokyo: Yumani Shobo, Publisher Inc., 1990. (Shoshi shomoku shirizu ;
29 ^ ^ . | j 5 / ' ) - ; f 2 9 ) 565 pages. ¥12,000. ISBN 4-89668-256-4 C3591.
This is a catalog of the East Asiatic Library's collection of Japanese woodblockprinted books of the Edo period (1600-1867). It is a product of the project to
catalog these books under a Title IIC grant from the U.S. Department of Educa
tion in 1985-1986. The work was carried out by Hisayuki Ishimatsu and three
visiting catalogers: Professor Masahiko Oka of the National Institute of
Japanese Literature and Mrs. Fumiko Kodama and Ikuko Tozawa of the Na
tional Diet Library. It includes bibliographical records of 5,017 titles (over
16,000 volumes), the largest collection of Edo books outside East Asia. Most of
the volumes were acquired in 1950 as part of the collection of materials pur
chased from the Mitsui family library. For a general account of the materials
purchased, see Roger Sherman, "Acquisition of the Mitsui Collection by the East
Asiatic Library, University of California, Berkeley," CEAL Bulletin, no. 67
(February 1982), pp. 1-15. The entries are arranged according to the traditional
system for classifying Edo books. There are title and author indices. A generous
subsidy from the Japan Foundation reduced the price of the book to ¥12,000.
(Donald H. Shively)
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